Interview Questions for Today’s Chicago Woman – “Women to Watch” Article

By Jennifer Macagba

Name: Anida Yoeu Ali
Age: 29

Profession: writer/performer/designer

Company: Atomic Kitchen Design, Mango Tribe, I Was Born With Two Tongues,

Asian American Artists Collective

>>1. What are your achievements to date (in a general sense—personal as well as

professional)? 
I don't work for anybody. I love that i create my own schedule and that my life and work revolves around carving spaces for my creative process. I'm the co-owner of a 2 woman graphic design firm called Atomic Kitchen Design. We're coming up on our  5 year anniversary as a company and we're happy that this business doesn't own our lives.

I am also a founding and performing member of "Mango Tribe", an all asian/pacific islander american women's performance group, and "I Was Born with Two Tongues", a panAsian American spoken word quartet.

I currently serve as the Executive Director of the Asian American Artists Collective-Chicago. The Collective is a collaborative network of diverse Asian American voices dedicated to artistic development, support and empowerment. Current programs under the Collective include, YAWP!, a writing program for teen APIA's in the chicagoland area and Project A, the visual

artist group of the Collective.

I believe my biggest achievements include trying to live life to the fullest as an artist conscious of the conditions around me, surviving day to day as a full-time artist, and believing that I can make an impact in changing this world to include voices of marginalized peoples. I also consider unraveling my own family history to be a big achievement.  A lot of my performance work

comes from personal and autobiographical stories. Unraveling the stories has helped me heal and rediscover my creative voice.

>>2. How did you do it? What influenced you or helped you?

i think i have a remarkable family made of survivors and storytellers. the migration to america has made me even more resilient and pushed me to try to preserve as well as understand the cultures that i am inheriting and creating. i also tend to surround myself with a strong circle of

supportive women who have the divine ability to multi-task especially under extreme pressure and deadlines!

>>3. What obstacles did you face?
i guess i'd rather call them challenges than obstacles. my list would include the following: being a child of war, growing up poor and constantly being told that we needed to "work hard" and "study hard" so we'd have opportunities my parents didn't have, notions of "the american dream"

drilled into our immigrant blood, as a refugee: never feeling quite at home or knowing where "home" is, coming from a mixed culture--i don't think my family easily belonged to one community, the model minority myth, accepting anger and refocusing it, facing american xenophobia, losing my Cambodian language skills, searching for spirituality within organized religion and

the usual daily racist/sexist/classist actions and mentalities that come up.

>>4. What are your tangible evidences of success? (professional awards, etc.)
-Ford Foundation US delegation to the Asian Women Director's Theatre

Festival/Conference in India, January 2003

-"Top 30, Under 30" award from PoliticalCircus.com, November 2002

-The Center for Public Intellectual: Citizenship 20/20 Fellowship, October

2002

-New World Theater: New Works for a New WORLD play development laboratory,

June 2002

-listed as “Warrior Women who are changing the world”, YellohGirls.com, 2002

-A. Magazine's "A List" of 2001's top 25 most influential Asian Americans,

2001

-Illinois Arts Council Grant, Summer 2000

-Community Activism award from Cambodian Association of Illinois, Spring

2000

-Appreciation  Award & Service to the Muslim Community, Education Comm. of

Islamic Foundation, 1991

>>5. What are the lessons you’ve learned along the way?

no one can tell my story. everyone has a story to tell. and everyone's story is worth telling.

>>6. Where did you get your advice? Any mentors?

my parents and girl cousins/ my friends/colleagues/peers/ and my mentor M.Evelina Galang

>>7. What advice would you give to young professional women "trying to make it"?
define your own ideas of success and be honest with yourself. love what you do and don't be afraid to question yourself and your definitions. Redefine things at different stages in your life.  don't be afraid of change or risks. life is about changes and we have to be willing to embrace those

changes.

>>8. What’s next? Any new goals?
i'd like to develop some solo work that fuses my visual arts background with my writing and performance work. i'd like to continue to collaborate with artists of different disciplines. and i love connecting with artists from other countries. it makes me really appreciate how powerful art is as its own language than transcends borders.
